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Dear Sir or Madam 

I would like to thank you for the letter with the signatures of the petition Energy for the 
Long Run. Commissioner Arias-Cañete has asked me to reply. 

Let me first thank you and the many organisations mentioned in the letter for this 
engagement. I would like to stress that support of citizens and support of civil society 
organisations for issues related to reforms and modernisation of the energy sector is 
crucial. 

As you are aware, in 2015 the Energy Community is not only celebrating its 10th 

anniversary but during the Ministerial Council in Tirana in October 2015, the Energy 
Community undertook a number of reforms that strengthen this organisation and also 
addresses issues raised in the above mentioned petition. 

For example the Ministerial Council of the Energy Community adopted the Energy 
Efficiency Directive 2012/27/EU which means that the Energy Community will 
implement the same energy efficiency framework as in the EU. This includes setting 
ambitious targets for energy savings. Furthermore the Ministerial Council adopted other 
legal acts, among them, acts updating the Energy Community acquis in the area of 
environmental legislation related to emissions of power plants and a Roadmap foreseeing 
adoption of further environmental legislation in 2016. 

Moreover, in order to make the voice of civil society more present in the work of Energy 
Community, the Ministerial Council adopted Procedural Acts establishing rules of 
participation for representatives of civil society organisations and of Parliaments in the 
works of Energy Community institutions. 
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The European Commission entirely shares your goal that the countries of the Energy 
Community should fulfil EU climate objectives and targets. We are working with these 
countries in order that their contribution to the upcoming COP-21 Conference in Paris 
reflects their ambition as countries with a strong relationship with the EU and, in some 
cases, an explicit vocation to join the EU. It also goes without saying that we fully 
support the fight against corruption in general (including in the energy sector). 

Bearing in mind that the process of reforming the energy systems is long and difficult, I 
would like to thank you once more for the engagement of the organisations of civil 
society of the region. We count on your support in our joint endeavours towards fairer, 
cleaner and more efficient energy systems in South East Europe. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mechthild Wörsdörfer 
Director 
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