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Meeting EU standards in the energy sector will cer-
tainly impact the consumers of South East Europe. 
In helping consumers meet these goals there are 
enormous employment and business opportunities in 
the private sector amongst companies who provide 
services and products that increase energy efficiency 
and savings. But there are challenges too.

The session Meeting 2020 and 2030 goals in South 
East Europe: The business case and job opportuni-
ties in energy efficiency will bring together business, 
government, civil society and EC representatives who 
will discuss energy efficiency, and how to advance its 
implementation in South East Europe with a common 
goal to increase employment, be in line with EU goals 
but also benefit the general goal of reducing unnec-
essary waste of energy.

The recent report by SEE Change Net and SEE SEP 
network shows that energy efficiency is a much 
under-developed policy area that needs to be ad-
dressed in terms of meeting 2020 and 2030 goals. 
In the foreword of this publication, Vice President of 
the European Commission Maroš Šefčovič pointed 
out that “the better use of energy while fighting cli-
mate change is both a spur for new jobs and growth 
and an investment in our collective future”. When it 
comes to energy efficiency the consumer is a triple 
beneficiary in terms of job creation, cleaner environ-
ment and lower energy bills.  

A key partner in this drive is obviously the private sec-
tor and it is high time to include their voice in this dis-
cussion to try to kick start development in this sector. 

The event is part of the 4-year-long South East 
Europe Sustainable Energy Policy (SEE SEP) project, 
supported by DG NEAR.
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